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assumed the appearance of a Taphian chieftain named Mentes,
bronze spear in hand.
She found the insolent Suitors sitting in front of the door on
the hides of oxen they themselves had slaughtered, and playing
draughts, while their squires and pages were busy round them,
the squires blending wine and water in the mixing-bowls, and
the pages carving meat in lavish portions or washing the tables
with sponges before they set them ready.
No one noticed her at first but Telemachus, who was sitting
disconsolate among the Suitors, dreaming of how his noble
father might come back from out of the blue, drive all these
gallants pell-mell from the house, and so regain his royal honours
and reign over his own once more. Full of these visions, which
were natural in such company, he caught sight of Athene and
set off at once for the porch, thinking it a shame that a stranger
should be kept standing at the gates. He went straight up to his
visitor, shook hands, relieved him of his bronze spear and gave
him cordial greetings.
* Welcome, sir, to our hospitality!' he said. 'You can tell us
what has brought you when you have had some food.'
With this he led the way and Pallas Athene followed. Once
inside the lofty hall, he took her spear and put it away by one of
the great pillars in a wooden rack with a number of other spears
belonging to the stalwart Odysseus. He then conducted her to
a carved chair, over which he spread a rug, and seated her there
with a stool for her feet. For himself he drew up an inlaid easy-
chair, well away from the crowd of Suitors, for fear that his guest
might take offence at the uproar, and finding himself in such ill-
mannered company turn with distaste from his meal. Moreover,
he wished to question him about his absent father.
Presently a maid came with water in a handsome golden jug
and poured it out over a silver basin so that they could rinse their
hands. She then drew a polished table to their side, and the staid
housekeeper brought some bread and set it by them with a choice
of dainties, helping them liberally to all she could offer. Mean-

